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SUB J : US CONFERENCE ON SUCCESSION OF STATES 

BEGIN SUMMARY: AFTER PROLONGED DEBATE ON ART. 7 (NONRETRO- 
ACTIVITY OF PRESENT ARTICLES), INCLUDING PROPOSALS FOR DELETION 
AS WELL AS AMENDMENTS BY CUBA, BYELORUSSA, MALAYSIA, AND 
US AND WORKING PAPER BY UK, THE ARTICLE AND AMENDMENTS 
WERE REFERRED FOR INFORMAL CONSULTATIONS BY WORKING GROUP 
TO MEET A.M. APRIL 18. END SUMMARY. 

1 . CUBAN AMENDMENT, WHICH RECEIVED WIDE SUPPORT AND 
ULTIMATELY COSPONSORED BY SOMALIA, WOULD ADD A SECOND 
PARAGRAPH TO READ AS FOLLOWS: 

BEGIN QUOTE NEVERTHELESS, STATES WHICH HAVE ATTAINED 
THEIR INDEPENDENCE AS A RESULT OF THE DECOLONIZATION 
PROCESS OR THE LIBERATION STRUGGLE BEFORE THE ENTRY INTO 
FORCE OF THE PRESENT CONVENTION AND WHICH HAVE NOT 
RESOLVED THEIR STATUS AS SUCCESSOR STATES BY VIRTUE OF THE 
APPLICATION OF INTERNATIONAL LAW MAY, IF THEY SO WISH 
AND IN THE EXERCISE OF THEIR SOVERIGN RIGHTS, AVAIL 
THEMSELVES OF THE PROVISIONS OF THE CONVENTION, INDICATING 
AT THE TIME OF SO DOING THE TREATIES IN RESPECT OF WHICH 
THEY WISH TO DECLARE THEMSELVES SUCCESSOR STATE. END QUOTE 
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2. US, IN EFFORT TO FIND MORE REASONABLE APPROACH 
WHICH WOULD AFFORD OPPORTUNITY TO ALL SUCCESSOR STATES 
TO MAKE USE OF CONVENTION EXCEPT AS OTHERWISE AGREED OR 
IF MATTER ALREADY SETTLED, INTRODUCED AMENDMENT ENTITLED 
QUOTE APPLICATION OF THE PRESENT ARTICLES. UNQUOTE. TEXT 
OF US AMENDMENT READS: 
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BEGIN QUOTE EXCEPT AS MAY BE OTHERWISE AGREED BY 
THE SUCCESSOR STATE AND THE PARTY OR PARTIES TO A TREATY, 

THE PRESENT ARTICLES APPLY: 

(A) IN RESPECT OF A SUCCESSION OF STATES WHICH 

HAS OCCURRED AFTER THE ENTRY INTO FORCE OF THESE ARTICLES; 

(B) IN RESPECT OF A SUCCESSION THAT OCCURRED 
BEFORE THE ENTRY INTO FORCE OF THESE ARTICLES, EXCEPT 
WHEN THE STATUS OF THE SUCCESSOR STATE IN RELATION TO 
THE TREATY HAS BEEN RESOLVED PRIOR TO THE ENTRY INTO 
FORCE OF THESE ARTICLES. UNQUOTE 

US AMENDMENT RECEIVED CONSIDERABLE SUPPORT FROM AFRO-ASIANS 
AMONG OTHERS. 

3. UK WORKING PAPER PROPOSES PROCEDURAL MECHANISM 

IN FORM OF ADDITIONAL ARTICLE TO BE INCLUDED AMONG FINAL 
CLAUSES, TO GIVE SUCCESSOR STATE, WHEN THE SUCCESSION 
OCCURS ON OR AFTER DATE CONVENTION IS OPENED FOR 
SIGNATURE AN OPPORTUNITY, ON SIGNING OR ACCEEDING TO 
CONVENTION, TO MAKE DECLARATION APPLYING PROVISIONS OF 
CONVENTION TO ITS OWN SUCCESSION. AS AN ADDITIONAL 
OPTION, SUCCESSOR STATE COULD MAKE FURTHER DECLARATION 
APPLYING THEM PROVISIONALLY AS BETWEEN ITSELF AND OTHER 
STATES WHICH HAVE EXPRESSED THEIR CONSENT TO BE BOUND BY 
CONVENTION 

4. BYELORUSSIAN AND MALAYSIAN AMENDMENTS ESSENTIALLY 
DRAFTING CHANGES. 

5. DEBATE HAS REVEALED WIDE SUPPORT FOR A REVISION 
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OF ART. 7 THAT WOULD MAKE IT POSSIBLE NOT ONLY FOR FUTURE 
SUCCESSOR STATES TO MAKE USE OF CONVENTION'S PROVISIONS, BUT 
FOR STATES THAT BECAME INDEPENDENT PRIOR TO ENTRY INTO FORCE 
OF CONVENTION TO DO SO IF MATTER HAS NOT ALREADY BEEN 
RESOLVED; FOR EXAMPLE, THROUGH PRACTICE.MEEHAN 
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